
   

 
 

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL 
FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECT FUNDING 

Federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) – The federal STP program provides $5.3 million per year in 
regionally allocated funds for RTC member agencies within Clark County.  The project selection and 
programming decisions for these funds are made by the RTC Board, beginning in June of each year and ending 
with a Board decision in October.  The program provides flexible funding for a wide range of projects from 
planning, to highways, to transit, to bike/pedestrian facilities.  A project selection, evaluation, and programming 
process for these funds has been set by the RTC Board.   

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) – The federal CMAQ program provides $3 million 
per year in regionally allocated funding for projects in the Vancouver Air Quality Maintenance Area that 
improve air quality.  The project selection and programming decisions are made by the RTC Board and follow a 
similar process as used for the STP funds but with the air quality points doubled.  CMAQ project eligibility is 
limited to projects that contribute to the maintenance of national ozone and carbon monoxide air quality 
standards.  Project examples include transit, traffic operations, traffic flow, and transportation demand 
management.  

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) – The federal TAP program provides $.5 million per year in 
regionally allocated funds for projects in Clark, Skamania, and Klickitat counties.  The project selection, 
evaluation, and programming decisions are made by the RTC Board.  The program includes funding for projects 
that enhance the surface transportation system including: on and off-road facilities for pedestrians, and bikes, 
safe routes to schools, conversion of old railroad corridors to trails, overlook/viewing areas, historic preservation 
of transportation facilities, and other similar categories.  The project selection, evaluation, and programming 
process has been set by the RTC Board and applies the evaluation criteria that is specific to TAP-eligible 
projects. 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) – The funds for the FTA program are not regionally allocated to RTC.  
There are four regionally allocated and several nationwide competitive FTA project funding sources available to 
C-TRAN that include funding for capital and operating assistance, special needs of elderly and handicapped, 
replacement/rehabilitation of buses and related facilities, modernization, and discretionary funds for high 
capacity transit projects.  The C-TRAN Board makes the project selection decision, while the RTC Board 
approves the inclusion of the projects into the MTIP. 

Other Federal MAP-21 Funding – There are several other federal transportation funding programs for which the 
RTC Board does not make a project selection decision but must approve the inclusion of the project into the 
MTIP.  The project selection decision is largely with WSDOT and includes funds for maintaining Interstate 
highways, the National Highway System, and highway bridge replacement/rehabilitation. 

Other State Transportation Funding -There are a number of State transportation funding programs for which the 
project selection decision is made at the state level.  If the projects are regionally significant, the RTC Board 
approves the inclusion of these projects into the MTIP. 
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