
Department of Children and Family Services
Gary D. Zomalt, Ed.D., LCSW, Director

December 2004



The Fresno County Family to Family Self Evaluation Task Force developed this presentation in 2004. The intended purpose is to 
effectively describe the interaction of activities and outcomes as measured by representative data outcome indicators. It weaves
the values and strategies with the data, to inform and inspire the audience to embrace and engage the Family to Family strategy.
It in no way purports to be a comprehensive analysis of outcome data. It is a tool used in the context of a verbal presentation that 
takes into consideration the knowledge and needs of the audience. An informed presenter is essential to avoid misinterpretations
and misapplications of the data. In Fresno, presentations have been done for staff as well as other community partners. 

It is our desire that as other sites view our efforts, they will be encouraged to connect their own data to their local experiences. 
We hope that they also, will be able to use data to inspire their staff and partners in improving the lives and experiences of the 
children in their communities.

The content of this presentation is the exclusive property of the Fresno Family to Family Self Evaluation Task Force. The 
content, in whole or part, is not to be distributed without the express permission of the Fresno Family to Family Self 
Evaluation Task Force. Entities that are interested in a copy of the presentation for the purposes of designing a similar 
presentation tailored to their own community may contact the Fresno Family to Family Self Evaluation Task Force co-
chair at:  dplassman@co.fresno.ca.us 

The data itself is openly available at: http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/countyformresponse.asp?county=10

The Fresno Self Evaluation Task Force

Chris Cole-CSUFresno David Plassman- Fresno County DCFS
Cornell Archie-Fresno County DCFS Nicole Davis-Fresno County DCFS
David Divelbiss-Fresno County DCFS Donna Hardina -CSUFresno
Wanda Hemmitt-Fresno County DCFS Jan Warner-CASA
Patty Poulsen-Fresno County DCFS Virginia Rondero Hernandez -CSUFresno
Terry Luna-Central Academy Training Project Louise Symonds-Fresno County DCFS



The presentation starts 
with the next slide



FamilyFamily
toto

FamilyFamily
County of FresnoCounty of Fresno

Department of Children and Family Services Department of Children and Family Services 



What is Family to Family?What is Family to Family?
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The Nine Outcomes of
Family to Family
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Building Community Partnerships

Team Decision Making

Recruitment Training and Support

Self Evaluation

Foster Youth Transitions Project

Communication 

A Fresno specific addition
Department of Children and Family Services
Gary D. Zomalt, Ed.D., LCSW, Director
December 2004

Core Strategies 
of Family to Family
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Under 5 years
8% 5 to 9 years

9%

10 to 14 years
9%

15 to 19 years
9%

20 to 24 years
8%25 to 34 years 

14%

35 to 44 years
14%

75 to 84 years
4%

85 years and over
1%

65 to 74 years 
5%

60 to 64 years
3%

55 to 59 years
4%

45 to 54 years 
12%

Fresno County Age 
Demographics
(Total Population: 799,407)

Citation: Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Geographic Area: Fresno County, California 
U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000



Ethnic DistributionEthnic Distribution
of Fresno County’s Childrenof Fresno County’s Children
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Latino
53%White

27.1%

Pacific Islander
0.1%

Native American 
0.8%

African American
5.5%

Asian
9.9%

Other
0.2%

Multiracial
3.1%

Ethnic Distribution of Fresno 
County’s Children

Citation: Children Now, California County Data Book 2003 (Oakland, CA: Children Now, 2003).
For complete notes and sources, please visit: http://www.childrennow.org.



Children (ages 0-17) Living in 
Above Low-Income 

Households  (200% > FPL) 
41%

Children (ages 0-17) Living in 
Poor Households (0-99% FPL) 

31%

Children (ages 0-17) Living in 
Low-Income Households (not 

Poor) (100-199% FPL) 
28%

The Children in Poverty
of Fresno County

Citation: Children Now, California County Data Book 2003 (Oakland, CA: Children Now, 2003).
For complete notes and sources, please visit: http://www.childrennow.org.



Educational Level of Parents in 
Fresno County

Citation: Children Now, California County Data Book 2003 (Oakland, CA: Children Now, 2003).
For complete notes and sources, please visit: http://www.childrennow.org.

New Parents with Fewer than 12 Years of Education (as a percentage of all births)

Mothers
2001

Fewer than 12 
years of 

Education
40.4%

At Least 12 
years of 

Education
59.6%



Educational Level of Parents in 
Fresno County

Citation: Children Now, California County Data Book 2003 (Oakland, CA: Children Now, 2003).
For complete notes and sources, please visit: http://www.childrennow.org.

New Parents with Fewer than 12 Years of Education (as a percentage of all births)

Fathers
2001 Fewer than 12 

years of 
Education

39.4%

At Least 12 
years of 

Education
60.6%



The Self Evaluation Team Packing the Data



Outcome 1:Outcome 1: Reducing the number and Reducing the number and 
rate of children placed away from their rate of children placed away from their 
birth families:birth families:
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REFERRALREFERRAL and SUBSTANTIATION RATES for and SUBSTANTIATION RATES for 
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Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



SUBSTANTIATED
Referrals by Allegation Type - 2002

Sexual Abuse
9.8% Physical Abuse

11.0%
Severe
Neglect

2.9%

General Neglect
55.7%

Emotional
Abuse
3.0%

Caretaker Absence
or Incapacity

12.3%

At Risk,
Sibling Abused

2.9%

Substantial Risk
2.3%

Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



2002 First Entries to Foster Care2002 First Entries to Foster Care,,
Child Population(0Child Population(0--17) and Incidence Rates17) and Incidence Rates
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Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



Outcome Two: Increasing the number and 
rate of children coming into foster care who 
are placed in their own neighborhoods or 
communities
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Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



11%

26%

11%20%

32%

< 1 mile 1-5 miles 6-10 miles 11+ miles undetermined

  

2002 Distance from Home Address to 
Placement for First Entries to Care
Including ‘undetermined’ home address

Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



16%

39%16%

29%

< 1 mile 1-5 miles 6-10 miles 11+ miles

2002 Distance from Home Address 
to Placement for First Entries to 
Care

Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>
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Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



Outcome Three:Outcome Three: Reducing the number of Reducing the number of 
children served in institutional and group children served in institutional and group 
carecare
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Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



Number of Fresno County Children in 
Group Home Placement  -1998-2003

20032002200120001998
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Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>
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Outcome Four:Outcome Four: Decreasing Lengths of Decreasing Lengths of 
Stay of Children in PlacementStay of Children in Placement
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Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
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July 1, 2000 - June 30, 2001 First Entries: Percentage 
of Children Remaining in Placement at 3, 6, 12, 15, 
18, and 24 Months

87% 83%
76%
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60%
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Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



July 1, 2000 - June 30, 2001 First Entries: Percentage 
of Children Exiting Placement at
3, 6, 12, 15, 18, and 24 Months

13%
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Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



Adoption within 24 MonthsAdoption within 24 Months
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Still in Care Within 24 MonthsStill in Care Within 24 Months
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Outcome Five:  Increasing the number and Outcome Five:  Increasing the number and 
rate of children reunified with their birth rate of children reunified with their birth 
familiesfamilies
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Reunification within 12 MonthsReunification within 12 Months

���)))������������! ������
����������������)))������������! ������
��������������
�����
����
����
��������������
����������������

2�������&��� ����
���+�)��5,������2�������&��� ����
���+�)��5,������
�������
�����������������������
����������������

Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson, W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). 
Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved February 1, 2004, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. 
URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/>



Outcome Six:Outcome Six: Decreasing the Number Decreasing the Number 
and Rate of Children Reand Rate of Children Re--entering Care.entering Care.
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Re-entries to Care within 12 Months
Summary
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These last two slides are for any post presentation 
discussions that may arise regarding the issue of 

disproportionality. They provide number arrows for all of 
the bars on the chart regarding black children
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