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UTAH’S SIXTH ANNUAL CHALLENGE TO

Do the Write Thing
The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge
Do the Write Thing is not about winning a prize.  It is an essential part of a long-term strategy to

help students and adults better understand each other and work together to prevent youth

violence.

The Do the Write Thing Challenge is a program of the National Campaign to Stop Violence, which

motivates students to make a personal, written commitment to resist and combat youth

violence in their communities.  Young people around the country are encouraged to voice their

solutions for reducing violence that destroys so many young lives.  The program works because

it recognizes that the best solutions come from communities where violence takes place.  

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah Board of Juvenile Justice. 

The Board monitors Utah’s compliance with the core requirements of the Juvenile Justice and

Delinquency Prevention Act, 2002.  The Board is also responsible for administering more than 

$1,000,000 in federal juvenile justice funds aimed at filling gaps in the continuum of juvenile

justice services from prevention to treatment.  Members are appointed by Utah’s Governor.

How the Campaign Works
The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice sent information to all Utah school district superintendents

and middle school principals encouraging them to involve their teachers and 7th and 8th grade

students in the Challenge.  Teachers were given suggestions about how to tie the Challenge into

course work.  Students could research youth violence as part of a history class, write a poem as

part of an English class, or even consider youth violence from a social science perspective. 

Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, students were asked to write answers to

three questions:

How has youth violence affected my life?

What are the causes of youth violence?

What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence?
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School districts reported that more than 1,000 students participated in this year’s Challenge

with over 850 submitting essays.  The Board selected 14 finalists whose work was then

forwarded to Utah’s VIP Judges.  The panel had the difficult task of selecting a boy and girl

national finalist along with runners up.

Utah’s first place winners will participate with other National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing

National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.  Finalists are scheduled to meet with

members of Congress to discuss the problem of youth violence.  They will also attend a

reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of Kuwait.  A book

containing the student’s writings will be placed in the Library of Congress.

Congratulations to all students that took the Challenge to do something about youth violence! 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO

Do the Write Thing

National Finalists
Kimilyn Poulson

8th Grade, Ephraim Middle School
Teacher, Shannon Eicher

Braden Roberts
8th Grade, Ephraim Middle School

Teacher, Shannon Eicher
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Kimilyn Poulson - 8th Grade
Ephraim Middle School - Teacher, Shannon Eicher
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Braden Roberts - 8th Grade
Ephraim Middle School - Teacher, Shannon Eicher
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO

Do the Write Thing

Runners Up
Freddy Rosales

8th Grade, Northwest Middle School
Teacher, Linda Lujan

Natalie Young
8th Grade, South Summit Middle School

Teachers, Kathy Dale & Chip Hayes
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Freddy Rosales - 8th Grade
Northwest Middle School - Teacher, Linda Lujan
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Natalie Young - 8th Grade
South Summit Middle School - Teachers, Kathy Dale, Chip Hayes
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO

Do the Write Thing

State Finalists
Emily Bennett

8th Grade, Dixie Middle School
Teacher, Chris Cannon

Priscilla Faasootauloa
8th Grade, Northwest Middle School

Teacher, Linda Lujan

 David Hight
8th Grade, FOCUS - Provo School District

Teacher, Cheryl Thompson

Jayson Isbell
8th Grade, Elk Ridge Middle School

Teacher, Janene Crane

Ben Jacobsen
8th Grade, Ephraim Middle School

Teacher, Shannon Eicher

Josh Limb
8th Grade, South Summit Middle School

Teachers, Kathy Dale, Chip Hayes

Sarena Masco
8th Grade, Ephraim Middle School

Teacher, Shannon Eicher

Shiree Russell
8th Grade, FOCUS - Provo School District

Teacher, Cheryl Thompson

Marissa Trujillo
7th Grade, West Jordan Middle School

Teacher, Amy Geilman

Mike Whiteside
8th Grade, Dixie Middle School

Teacher, Chris Cannon
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Emily Bennett - 8th Grade
Dixie Middle School - Teacher, Chris Cannon
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Priscilla Faasootauloa - 8th Grade
Northwest Middle School - Teacher, Linda Lujan
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David Hight - 8th Grade
FOCUS - Teacher, Cheryl Tompson
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Jason Isbell - 8th Grade
Elk Ridge Middle School - Teacher, Janene Crane



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice 22



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice23

Ben Jacobsen - 8th Grade
Ephraim Middle School - Teacher, Shannon Eicher
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Josh Limb - 8th Grade
South Summit Middle School - Teachers, Kathy Dale, Chip Hayes
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Sarena Masco - 8th Grade
Ephraim Middle School - Teacher, Shannon Eicher

The Darkness and Light of the World
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Shiree Russell - 8th Grade
FOCUS - Techer, Cheryl Thompson
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Marissa Trujillo - 7th Grade
West Jordan Middle School - Teacher, Amy Geilman

Stopping Youth Violence
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Mike Whiteside - 8th Grade
Dixie Middle School - Teacher, Chris Cannon



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice 34

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice

GABY ANDERSON
Deputy Director 
Division of Juvenile Justice Services
Salt Lake City
 

GARY ANDERSON
Attorney at Law
Springville
 

PAT BERCKMAN
Director
SL County Division of Youth Services
Salt Lake City
 

JUDGE LESLIE D. BROWN
Fourth District Juvenile Court
Orem
 

ANDRIA BURTON
Youth Committee Chair
Salt Lake City
 

ADAM COHEN
Youth Member
Salt Lake City
 

GARY DALTON
SL County Criminal Justice Service Division
Tooele
 

MICHAEL D. DI REDA
Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee
Chair Deputy Davis County Attorney
Layton
 

MARIA J. GARCIAZ
Salt Lake Neighborhood Housing Service Inc.
Salt Lake City
 

TONIA HASHIMOTO
Youth Member
Salt Lake City
 

GINI HIGHFIELD
Second District Juvenile Court
Farmington
 

MAXWELL JACKSON
Chief, Harrisville City Police Department
Harrisville
 

JENNIFER JOLLEY
Youth Member
Salt Lake City
 

HOLLY MARTAK
Chair Elect
Youth Member
Salt Lake City
 

HUY D. NGUYEN
Youth Member
Salt Lake City
 

CAROL PAGE
Pre-Adjudicated Committee Vice Chair
Davis County Commissioner
Kaysville
 

FRED W. PEAKE
Chair
Salt Lake City
 

LONNIE THOMAS
Division of Juvenile Justice Services
Richfield
 

NATALIE THORNLEY
Valley Mental Health
Salt Lake City
 

PAUL H. TSOSIE
Attorney at Law
Salt Lake City
 

RUSS VAN VLEET
University of Utah 
Criminal & Juvenile Justice Consortium
Salt Lake City
 

Staff
 

REG GARFF
Juvenile Justice Specialist
CCJJ
 

JO LYNN KRUSE
Executive Secretary, CCJJ



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice35



Utah State Capitol Complex
East Office Building, Suite E-330

PO Box 142330
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2330

(801) 538-1031 • Fax: (801) 538-1024
WWW.JUVENILE.UTAH.GOV
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