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SUMMARY EVALUATION                                             12/05/2006
The Cancer Conference remains one of the primary learning tools in this facility.  Attended by 12-15 providers each month it provides the opportunity for all providers involved in the treatment of cancer patients, Surgeons, Medical Oncologists, Radiation Oncologists, Pathologists and others, the opportunity to sit together and discuss individual patient cases.  Treatment plans, preventive therapies, medical trials and new medical developments are discussed at length.  Additional testing requirements are also discussed and at times have resulted in savings of Contract Health dollars and also resulted in better patient care.  If consultants have differing opinions, each is allowed the opportunity to discuss their opinions and explain the thought process that brought them to their conclusion.  This saves time and improves the patient’s care.
Tests results of the patient to be discussed are presented by consultants to show the total picture of diagnosis and treatment plan.  Presentations take place in a round table format and each participant is allowed to make comments and ask questions.  

We are still working on a method of arranging for copies of all x-rays, CT’s, etc. to be available for viewing on conference day.  Since often the patient takes these films to outside physicians for consultation or they have been done at field clinics it is not always possible to have the actual films available and dictated reports are relied on for information.

This year we have developed a system so that the Pathologists use flash drive or jump drive on the computer to project slides for the presentation in the Board room. The cancer conferences are held in the Administrative Board Room.
Conference evaluation forms are completed by attendees and overall results have expressed satisfaction with the methods used in presentations and with the conference itself.  

As a rural healthcare facility 30 miles from Tulsa this is an exceptional learning experience.  There is no other manner that such an individual learning process could take place.

Therefore, due to the nature and importance of this activity, we are requesting that our Cancer Conference be re-approved for Category 1 CME credit.








Respectfully submitted,








Sumathy Vannarth, M.D.








Cancer Conference Chairperson
December 05, 2006

CANCER CONFERENCE               CLAREMORE PHS INDIAN HOSPITAL

SUMMARY EVALUATION:

The Cancer Conference has been a long established educational opportunity at Claremore PHS Indian Hospital.  Formerly known as the Tumor Board, it is characterized by a gathering of providers to discuss cancer cases identified at this facility.  It gives our providers the opportunity to discuss face to face with other in-house providers and with Radiology, Medical Oncology, and Radiation Oncology providers, the proposed methods of treatment for individual cancer patients.  

Paul Mobley, D.O., Clinical Director – The Cancer Conference has evolved into a very beneficial endeavor for the entire Medical Staff.  The multidiciplinary presentations of various cancers integrated in a very pragmatic way, and include inputs from primary care providers, radiologist, surgeons, radiation oncologists, medical oncologists and others.

Barney Nicholson, M.D., Chief, Surgery Service – This is the best learning activity at CIH and it also improves patient care.  This kind of activity would be very expensive to receive on the outside in the private sector.

Physician Assistant – CIH has only one PA on staff at this time but anticipates that others may be hired in the future.  While our current PA has not been able to arrange his schedule to attend, we are hopeful that sometime in the near future this may be a possibility.  We would like to maintain credits for PA’s.

Sumathy Vannarth, M.D., Chief OB/GYN - During the last year many cancer cases have been presented and discussed.  Cancer Conference gives providers the opportunity to discuss all aspects of the patient care as well as watch any possible trends in cancer. It allows all providers to keep abreast of any developments in the diagnosis and treatment of various cancers, with input from the specialists involved.  It is imperative that each specialist be given time and opportunity to share information regarding each case.  At times it has seemed that the Radiologist has been somewhat excluded from the discussion, as Chair of the Conference I have tried to make sure that each specialist’s  input is included as a vital part of the overall discussion.  The availability of reports and studies has improved during the past year.  We have worked closely with the consultant’s offices to assure that all patient information is available at the time of discussion. 

The Cancer conferences are held in the Administrative Board Room for the last two years. The room has more space, computer and over head projection capability using flash drive. The space is reserved for the conference on the schedule.
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It is the consensus of the Cancer Conference participants that this is a worthwhile Continuing Education activity and we would like to request continuation of our Category 1 accreditation for the coming year.







Respectfully submitted,







Sumathy Vannarth, M.D.







Chair Person

CANCER CONFERENCE      CLAREMORE PHS INDIAN HOSPITAL  

12-05-2006

SUMMARY EVALUATION                                                                

The Cancer Conference has been a long established educational opportunity at Claremore PHS Indian Hospital.  Formerly known as the Tumor Board, it is characterized by a gathering of providers to discuss cancer cases identified at this facility.  It gives our providers the opportunity to discuss face to face with other in-house providers and with Radiology, Oncology, and Radiotherapy Consultants proposed methods of treatment for individual cancer patients.  

This discussion allows for the different consultants to express their opinions on diagnostic testing, treatment, and follow-up.  The patient’s primary provider presents each case.  Since the consultants are notified of the cases to be presented prior to the conference date, this allows any pending test results to be personally delivered for joint review.  It allows a time for our Consultants to discuss any current studies that are taking place and to offer advise as to whether the patient would benefit from taking part in the study and eventually to present results of past studies.

As a rural hospital, 30 miles from Tulsa, it is imperative to have close contact with consultants from the metropolitan areas and to get to know the providers we have on contract to provide services to our cancer patients.

All presentations are in a round table format and everyone is allowed to ask questions and participate.  All of each patients available x-rays, sonograms, mammograms, etc. are presented by our in-house radiologist.

There is no other manner that such an individual educational process can take place.

At the next CME planning meeting we will discuss opportunities for improvement for the conference, such as:


1)  Optional time and day of conference for provider’s convenience.


2)  Ways to have all radiological studies (not only reports but also films) in

                         this facility, the day of conference, for review.

3) Optional methods of presenting cases. Use of Electronic Health Record for                            additional information.

Therefore, due to the nature and importance of this activity, we are requesting that our Cancer Conferences be approved for Category I CME credit.







Respectfully Submitted,







Sumathy Vannarth, M.D.







Cancer Conference, Chair
