
RIGHTS OF CRIME VICTIMS 
 

As a crime victim, you have certain rights under the Connecticut Constitution. 
 

You have the right to: 
 
 Be treated with fairness and respect throughout the criminal justice process; 

 
 Have the case completed in a timely manner following the arrest of the accused, 

provided no rights of the accused are shortened by it; 
 

 Be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice 
process; 
 

 Be told of court dates; 
 

 Attend the trial and all other court proceedings (arraignment, pre-trial, and 
sentencing) unless you are testifying, in which case the court may decide that 
you can’t attend the trial until after you are done testifying; 
 

 Talk to the prosecutor about the case; 
 

 Have the chance to agree or disagree with any plea agreement between the 
accused and the prosecutor and to make a statement to the court before the 
court decides if it will accept the agreement; 
 

 Make a statement to the court at sentencing; 
 

 Request restitution for expenses or property lost or damaged because of the 
crime; and 
 

 Get information about the arrest, conviction, sentence, imprisonment, and 
release of the offender. 

 
 
Connecticut Constitution Article First, Section 8(b) 
 
 


