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20 February 2009

NOAA Office of General Counsel for Natural Resources, GCNR
1315 East-West Highway, Room 15103
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Public Comment for the Draft DARP/EA for the Athos Oil Spill

To whom it may concern:

We are writing to fully support the recommendations listed in the Draft
DARP/EA for the Athos Oil Spill. Fairmount Park and the Delaware River City
Corporation are working together to implement an extensive 11-mile riverfront
greenway project in northeast Philadelphia, the North Delaware Riverfront Greenway.
Lardner’s Point Park is an important element of this plan, and we are extremely
pleased that the shoreline restoration at Lardner’s Point was included as a mitigation
project in the DARP. Over $750,000 has already been raised for construction of the
park, and the shoreline and wetland work included in the DARP will greatly enhance
the ecological benefit of this park, which will be built on a brownfield site in a
formerly industrial section of Philadelphia.

The park is a signature project that will reconnect Philadelphians to the
riverfront, providing much needed recreational amenities as well as significant
environmental education opportunities. Our organizations have worked together on
several other park and trail implementation projects, and we are dedicated to
completing the Lardner’s Point Park project in keeping with the goals of the DARP.
Therefore, we fully support the implementation of the Lardner’s Point project as a
mitigation project for the damages sustained in the Athos oil spill.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Focht, FASLA
Executive Director
Fairmount Park

Sarah M. Thorp
Executive Director
Delaware River City Corporation




