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(The proceedings commence at 3:39 p.m.)

THE CLERK: All rise. Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye. The
United States District Court for the District of Wyoming is now
in session, the Honorable Judge Scott W. Skavdahl presiding.
God save the United States and our Honorable Court.

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated.

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to
the Ewing T. Kerr Federal Courthouse for this Naturalization
Ceremony. The Court will suspend the local rules on cameras
and recording devices. I would ask, however, that any cell
phones be turned to "silent."

It has been a tradition in these ceremonies granting
citizenship to new citizens to recognize those citizens and
families of those citizens who have paid the ultimate price in
defending what so many in this world seek: The freedom and
benefits of being a United States citizen. It is particularly
appropriate, given that tomorrow marks the Eleventh Anniversary
of September 11, 2001, a catastrophic event which forever
changed our world.

Since then and predating that event, as of today's
date, 6,594 American men and women have been killed in action
while involved in military operations in Afghanistan, Operation
Enduring Freedom; and Iraq, Operation Iragi Freedom. 1In
addition, 49,746 United States citizens have been wounded in

action in these military operations. Let us take a moment of
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silence and recognize these American heros and their families
whose sacrifice cannot be measured and whose loss will never be
recovered.
(Silent tribute)
THE COURT: U.S. District Court for the District of
Wyoming is in special session for the naturalization of foreign
nationals to be United States citizens. It is with great
honor, pride and privilege that I am able to conduct this
ceremony on behalf of 20 new United States citizens originating
from nine different countries throughout the world.
The Federal District Court of Wyoming, including
Chief Judge Freudenthal, Judge Johnson and Judge Brimmer,
extend their congratulations to you, your families and friends.
At this time, I would recognize the St. Anthony
Tri-Parish Catholic School Choir to entertain us with songs of
America and America the Beautiful.
Thank you for being here.
(St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School Choir sings
My Country, 'Tis of Thee, also known as "America",; and America
the Beautiful.)
(Applause)
THE COURT: Thank you very much, boys and girls.
At this time, I would ask the deputy clerk of court to
make a roll call of prospective applicants for U.S.

citizenship. If you could please rise upon the pronouncement
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of your name.

THE CLERK: Juan Carlos Ramirez. Marvier Claret
Mursuli. Julianna Eckley. Sandra Godinez Frickson. Hyang Ran
Maria Carricaburu. Catherine Ann Hatle. Andriy Boroday.
Felix Raymond Weese. Maria Nancy Martinez Flores. David
Matthew Tehau. Rafael Valdez Gomez. Aster Minoza Arionus.
Abigail de la Cruz Schoenig. Rocio Esmeralda Linch. Losa
Langi Munger. Victor Carlos Mena Romero. Maria Isabel Tellez
de Mena. Kristine Bation Barton. Juan Alberto Enriquez. And
Juan Alfredo Malave.

THE COURT: Thank you and you may be seated.

At this time, Mr. Shugart, on behalf of the
United States Attorney's office, do you wish to present a
petition?

MR. SHUGART: I do, Your Honor. At this time I would
motion the Court for the naturalization of these 20
petitioners.

THE COURT: All right. On the petition of the
United States, the Court finds that the applicants identified
and called have satisfied the legal requirements to become
citizens of the United States and therefore grants the petition
and will enter the order allowing these petitioners to become
citizens of United States of America.

(Applause)

THE COURT: I must confess to you it's not often that
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we have applause in a courtroom. It's usually not the place
for it, but today is a fitting occasion that there is applause
that should be given.

I would, at this time, recognize Colonel Schmotzer
with the Natrona County High School Color Guard for the posting
of the Color Guard.

Ladies and gentlemen, would you please stand.

(Presentation of colors by NCHS JROTC Color Guard.)

THE COURT: Fellow citizens, it is your obligation and
ours to show allegiance to this country at this time by making
our pledge of allegiance. Then I'd ask you to remain standing
for the singing of the national anthem by the St. Anthony
Choir.

(Pledge of Allegiance recited; Star-Spangled Banner sung by
St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School Choir.)
THE COURT: Thank you.
Colonel Schmotzer, will you please retire the colors.
(Colors retired.)

THE COURT: Thank you, Colonel Schmotzer.

Thank you. Please be seated.

At this time, I would ask our newest United States
citizens if you could please face me and raise your right hand
and repeat after me. Please rise.

I hereby declare on oath --

THE PETITIONERS: I hereby declare on oath --
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THE COURT: -- that I absolutely and entirely --

THE PETITIONERS: -- that I absolutely and entirely --

THE COURT: -- renounce and abjure --

THE PETITIONERS: -- renounce and abjure --

THE COURT: -- all allegiance and fidelity --

THE PETITIONERS: -- all allegiance and fidelity --

THE COURT: -- to any foreign prince, potentate --

THE PETITIONERS: -- to any foreign prince,
potentate --

THE COURT: -- state or sovereignty --

THE PETITIONERS: -- state or sovereignty --

THE COURT: -- of whom or which I have --

THE PETITIONERS: -- of whom or which I have --

THE COURT: -- heretofore been a subject or citizen;

THE PETITIONERS: -- heretofore been a subject or

citizen;

THE COURT: That I will support and defend --

THE PETITIONERS: That I will support and defend --

THE COURT: -- the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America --

THE PETITIONERS: -- the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America --

THE COURT: -- against all enemies, foreign and
domestic;

THE PETITIONERS: -- against all enemies, foreign and
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domestic;

THE COURT: That I will bear truth faith and
allegiance to the same;

THE PETITIONERS: That I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same;

THE COURT: That I will bear arms on behalf of the
United States when required by law;

THE PETITIONERS: That I will bear arms on behalf of
the United States when required by law;

THE COURT: That I will perform non-combat service --

THE PETITIONERS: That I will form non-combat
service --

THE COURT: -- in the Armed Forces of the
United States --

THE PETITIONERS: -- 1in the Armed Forces of the
United States --

THE COURT: -- when required by law;

THE PETITIONERS: -- when required by law;

THE COURT: And that I take this obligation freely --

THE PETITIONERS: And that I take this obligation

freely --
THE COURT: -- without any mental reservation --
THE PETITIONERS: -- without any mental reservation -
THE COURT: -- or purpose of evasion.

THE PETITIONERS: -- or purpose of evasion.
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THE COURT: So help me God.

THE PETITIONERS: So help me God.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

PETITIONER MARVIER CLARET MURSULI: Thank you.

(Applause)

THE COURT: At this time, I would ask the clerk of
court to assist in the presentation of certificates of
citizenship.

Family members or others that wish to come forward and
get a good picture, you may do so at this time.

(Certificates presented and shaking of hands of the new
citizens by the Court and the clerk.)
(Baby in the gallery commences crying, and the father

brings the baby to the "new citizen" mother seated in the jury

box.)
(Laughter)
THE COURT: There's some things citizenship won't
replace.
(Laughter)
THE COURT: Congratulations to you all.
(Applause)

THE COURT: At this time, I would ask the clerk of
court to play a message to you from the President of the
United States of America.

(President Obama addresses the new citizens via videotape.)
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Mr. Stan Lowe Addresses the New Citizens

THE COURT: At this time, I would recognize members of
Wyoming's congressional delegation. I would begin with
Senator Enzi's office and Ms. Tinsley.

MS. TINSLEY: Thank vyou.

THE COURT: And I would also note the presence of
Mr. McConnaughey on behalf of Senator Lummis -- or
Congresswoman Lummis and Ms. Schlup on behalf of Senator
Barrasso's office as well as Mr. Palner; and Mr. Phillips, and
I'm -- oh, USCIS. Good to have you here today.

I believe that the congressional delegation has some
letters that they wish to hand out at this time, and I would
invite you to do so.

MS. TINSLEY: Thank vyou.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Letters and packets handed to the new citizens by the
congressional delegation.)

THE COURT: Thank you. At this time, I would
recognize Mr. Stan Lowe.

(Mr. Lowe salutes the American Flag.)

MR. LOWE: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Counsel.

MR. LOWE: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and
welcome. On behalf of the Veterans of Casper and Natrona
County and Wyoming and the United States of America, we welcome

you to our country as citizens. We congratulate you on your

9
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Mr. Stan Lowe Addresses the New Citizens

10

wise choice. You had a choice the rest of us didn't but you
chose wisely. You have now become part of the citizenry of the
greatest nation in the history of the world. It is so, so
great that many others in other lands are jealous, and they
want to either destroy us or take over our country and that we
have been standing steadfast against that; and we ask you now,
as fellow citizens, to join us in this stand that we take with
increasing frequency.

Eleven years ago tomorrow, at 8:46 a.m. Eastern
Standard Time, airplanes operated by fanatics, who sought to
justify their action by their religion, chose to crash into the
two towers of the World Trade Center in New York, the Pentagon
in Washington and were seeking another target in Washington
when the passengers took charge and took over that plane, but
ultimately it crashed.

Nearly 3,000 of us Americans died. Those people in
the Twin Towers had gone to work that morning. That's all they
did was go to work to do their job, to raise their families, to
do the things that make the economy and this nation operate
efficiently and effectively. They did nothing to harm these
people who killed them.

The same can be said of those who got on the airplanes
that day. Some got on there to tend to business, probably most
of them, because that's the way we carry on our commerce in

this country is through efficient transportation and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Mr. Stan Lowe Addresses the New Citizens
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face-to-face negotiations and transactions. They did nothing
unusual except to do their job. Others got on their airplane,
going to see relatives or going on vacation to enjoy
themselves, to have a happy time and to have the benefits of
some restful relaxation. They did nothing to those who killed
them, nothing whatsoever, and this is the kind of enemy we
fight today. They don't even wear uniforms. They don't
hesitate to violate all of the international rules regarding
warfare. They will get in crowds of women and children so as
to keep our troops from killing them. They will do everything
they can to avoid the orderly conduct of war that governs the
rest of us because they think their religion gives them an
exemption.

This is most unfortunate but it is something for us to
do every year in order to show our support of this country and
those who have died in this fashion for it because it is the
right thing for Americans to do. No one can kill any American
without it affecting all of us. We are a family. Regardless
of race, creed or color, regardless of background, we are
Americans. We don't talk about being green Americans or purple
Americans or anything like that. We are Americans and we stand
together and we support each other, and that's what we do, and
that's what we veterans have done.

My name is Stan Lowe. I'm the past chairman and now

chairman emeritus of the Wyoming Veterans Commission. In
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Mr. Stan Lowe Addresses the New Citizens

12
wWorld wWar II, I served in both the Pacific and the Atlantic. I

saw the damage; I saw the destruction; I saw the bodies, but
this is all part of warfare. I'm pleased to be here in order
to relate this to you because I was part of the invasion fleet
for Japan, but President Truman spared us that honor when he
dropped the bomb at Hiroshima that saved not only our lives but
literally thousands upon thousands and thousands of Japanese
lives because it brought to an end a war that should have ended
before that except the war-makers of Japan were unwilling to
seek peace before that.

So getting back to our subject at hand of the day that
we are observing tomorrow, I want to tell you that the veterans
of Natrona County every year put on a program to observe this
event tomorrow. At eleven o'clock tomorrow at the Veterans
Cemetery in the chapel, the Natrona County Veterans Council
will conduct a service. Our Chief of Police, who happens to be
a veteran himself, having served over in the Middle East in the
Iraq, in the war on terror, will be the speaker.

I urge all of you to attend this. One of your duties
and responsibilities as citizens is to observe and support the
events that honor the people who have served our country in one
form or fashion, whether it be the firemen and police that were
on the job in New York, trying to help those people in the
tower or whether it's the troops out in the battlefield that

are representing you, that are defending you and each of you.
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Ms. Margaret Everett Addresses the New Citizens
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By the way, how many veterans are there here today?
Would the veterans -- well, we have a good number today. So
we're well represented. Thank you for your service, all of
you. God bless you.

So I would urge you, all of you, to attend the
function tomorrow, eleven o'clock at the Veterans Cemetery in
the chapel, and you'll hear Chris Wallace, our Chief of Police,
a fine gentleman, deliver, I know, an excellent presentation.

with that, I close my comments and again congratulate
you on being one of us. We're glad to have you, and we are
especially glad to be here to participate with you in this
very, very important occasion.

(Mr. Lowe salutes the American Flag.)
(Applause)

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Lowe.

Ms. Margaret Everett on behalf of the Daughters of
American Revolution who you're joined with, I believe you have
a presentation you wish to make?

MS. EVERETT: You want me to -- can I speak about it?

THE COURT: Wherever you want, you can go to any
microphone that you see.

MS. EVERETT: The Daughters of the American Revolution
truly appreciate being able to welcome you to our great nation.
We got here the easy way because we trace all of our -- all of

us can trace our background back to the formation of the
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Ms. Margaret Everett Addresses New Citizens
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country during the Revolutionary War. Today we admire you, the
time and effort that you have taken to become part of us; and
today, in our little envelopes, you will find a number of
patriotic pamphlets, including the story of our National
Anthem, our Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, some writings by
Patrick Henry, a pamphlet on knowing your rights under the
Constitution and the current Flag Code plus some others.
Welcome.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Packets presented to the new citizens by the Daughters of
the American Revolution.)

THE COURT: While they're handing that out, I want to
confess my appreciation and thankfulness for St. Anthony's
Choir to come here today. They were called last week by my
judicial assistant. I'm known as a very "forward looking and
planning person," not --

(Laughter)

THE COURT: -- and so they were kind enough to agree
and excited to agree, and I'm just very grateful that they
joined us today.

Thank you, Ms. Everett.

Mr. Gary Cohee, on behalf of United Veterans Council
of Natrona County.

(Mr. Gary Cohee salutes the American Flag.)

THE COURT: Mr. Cohee.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

(Pins presented to the new citizens by Mr. Cohee.)
Mr. Cohee salutes the American Flag.)
THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Cohee.
I also note the presence of Mr. Ron Akin and Mr. David
Stortz on behalf of the Disabled American Veterans. Also I
note Mr. Sanchez on behalf of the Marine Corps League.

(Mr. Akin, Mr. Stortz and Mr. Sanchez salute the American
Flag, and pins are presented to the citizens. Mr. Akin
approaches Mr. Sanchez for additional pins.)

THE COURT: Mr. Sanchez is going to have to empty his
pockets.

(Laughter)

MR. RON AKIN: He's our secret stash here.

THE COURT: Thank you, gentlemen.

I would also recognize Mr. Gary Cohee on behalf of the
American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary.

MR. GARY COHEE: Your Honor, this is Linda Feezer on
behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary.

THE COURT: Thank you for being here today.

(Pins and flags presented to the new citizens by Mr. Cohee

and Ms. Feezer.)

THE COURT: Thank you.

Are there any service organizations or other veterans
organizations, patriotic organizations, that I have failed to

recognize? All right. Thank you very much for your
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participation.

Mr. Shugart, on behalf of the Attorney General of the
United States, Eric Holder, are there any remarks you wish to
make at this time?

MR. SHUGART: Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the
Attorney General for the United States and on behalf of the
United States Attorney for the District of Wyoming, we just
congratulate each and every one of you for your accomplishments
and wish you all the very best in your future endeavors.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Shugart.

We're running on about an hour here, and it's amazing
how much this place warms up when you have this many people in
here.

(Laughter)

THE COURT: 1I'll be brief. This country was forged
from the desire to form a more fair and just society and
government, a government by the people and for the people. Its
formation came at a great and, for many, an ultimate cost.
However, that was but a down payment. As noted at the
beginning of this ceremony, the price of our freedom continues
to be paid, and tomorrow will mark a day 11 years ago when
2,977 Americans lost their lives simply because they were
Americans.

I hope that all of us recognize and appreciate we are

united as Americans, and the freedoms we enjoy are not because
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Comments by the Court
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of our individuality but, rather, because of the commitment to
one another as fellow citizens of the United States of America.
Moreover, citizenship does not come without obligations. We
are obligated and committed to one another to support and
defend what we have, not our individual interests. We have a
duty to serve, from military service to jury service; and we
have a duty to participate in our government. After all, it is
a government by the people. That is you. Citizens of many
other countries see these duties as opportunities. May we
always take the opportunity so that we continue to have the
opportunity.

To our newest United States citizens, thank you for
wanting to be a part of that collective commitment, and may
those of us who have already made it or have been gifted with
it be reminded what we have 1is cherished and sought after by
others throughout the world. May that always be the case. May
God continue to bless the United States of America.

We shall stand in recess. Congratulations.

(Applause)
THE CLERK: Court is now adjourned.

(The proceedings conclude at 4:25 p.m.)
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