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What is RipCur? 

• A multiplatform, mobile optimized web-
based tool for reporting, serving, and 
storing information about rip currents. 

Go to https://www.stevens.edu/ripcurrent 

https://www.stevens.edu/ripcurrent�
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Why RipCur? 

 

 

 

• Communication  
– July 5th, 2003 – 100’s rescues 

– June 20th, 2 deaths NWS level – moderate (?) 

• Notify NWS, USCG, OEM 

• No rescue, no rip 

Rips 
Irene 

5 
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But how does it do it? 

• Location is based on smartphone’s GPS 

• Lifeguard enters basic info 

• On the back end: 
– Buoys & tide gauges are queried for additional 

info 

– Reports are generated 

– Observations are served in real time to all 
participating guards and researchers 
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User Types 

• Research Administrator 

• Researcher 

• Lifeguard Administrator 

• Lifeguard 
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Link1 
Link 2 

http://www.njtvonline.org/njtoday/video/a-smartphone-app-for-rip-current-aids-lifeguards-and-researchers/�
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Add a Report 
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Outreach efforts 

• Current 
– Email 

– Media 

– Users Manual 

– Personal Visits 

• Potential 
– You Tube ?? 

– USLA ?? 
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Users in NJ 

Our Goals:  
 
• Year 1 

• 3 NJ communities 
• Year 2 

• 10 NJ communities 
• 2 Out of State 

• Year 3: 
• 20 NJ Communities 
• 10 Out of State 
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Current Research Users 

• National Weather Service – Mt Holly 

• Monmouth County Health 

• US Coast Guard – Sector DE Bay 

• Stevens 
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Potential Research Users 

• National Weather Service 

• US Coast Guard 

• Police/OEMs 

• United States Lifesaving Association (USLA) 

• Academic Institutions 
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Future Work 

• Better training 

• Incentivize reporting (Verizon?) 

• Stakeholder driven improvements: 

– Search tool 

– GPS corrections 

– Add desktop input 

– Turn off a rip, or modify intensity 

– Input historical data 
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Future Work 

• Bulk reporting to the public 
– 3 zones 

– above average…that’s it 

– # rips? 
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Other NJSG Rip Projects 

• Press conferences/Media releases 

• Signage & brochures 

• Rip jeopardy 

• Research 

• Girl Scouts 
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Rip App Quick Response Tags 

• All of the Monmouth Beaches 

• 11/15 Of the Ocean County Beaches 

• All of the Atlantic County Beaches 

• 4/9 Of Cape May County Beaches 
are done or are in process as of 6/29 
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What is a Rip Current 

Link 1 
Link 2 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIii2LvRR5k�



NOAA Library Brown Bag Seminar, 
Silver Spring, MD – July 26, 2012 

 

Other Stevens Hazards 
Products 

• SSWS 

• Shrewsbury Flood Warning System 

• NYHOPS 
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Questions? 
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