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Corn Planting 





Corn Harvest 





My boys Ethan and Braden with our new 
combine in 2011 





TECHNOLOGY ON THE FARM 

• We don’t farm like Grandpa used to. 
• IRRIGATED FARMING TECHNOLOGIES 

– Underground Drip 
– Center Pivot Sprinkler 
– GPS integration 
– Variable Rate Technology  
– The Web 



UNDERGROUND DRIP TECHNOLOGY 







DRIP INSTALLATION 
  18” Below Surface 
  5’ Between Tapes 
  Emitters are spaced 16” apart along tape 













SPRINKLER TECHNOLOGY 





















TECHNOLOGY GAPS 
Mechanical Failures 









YIELD MAP FROM 1 COMBINE 





VRI TECHNOLOGY 
(variable rate irrigation)  





 









TELEMETRY TECHNOLOGY 
 

     -Web Based 
 
     -Monitoring 
 
     -Alarms Sent 



 





 



INCINTIVE  NEEDS 
• NEW EFFICIENT APPLICATION 

METHODS 
–May include drip, center pivot 

sprinklers, new nozzle packages and 
variable rate irrigation 

–I don’t think it would include tail-
water recovery systems -- sprinklers 
would be much better use of 
resources. 



INCINTIVE  NEEDS 

• MONITORING EQUIPMENT 
 

• NEW TECHNOLOGY 
 

• REMEMBER – one size does not fit all 
 

 



WATER  SAVING  IDEAS 
• Genetic Engineering of Varieties to use less water 

 

• Crop Insurance Release 
–When the crop is failed insurance 

companies should release the requirement 
to continue caring (watering) of the crop. 
 

• Install A Hot Water Circulating Pump In 
Houses 
–Alleviating the waste of running water till it 

gets hot. 



PLEASE STOP BY FOR AN INFORMATIVE  
AND EDUCATIONAL TOUR 



The Honorable T.W. Shannon 
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