
Annual Water Conference
To Focus on Water Plan
The 27th Annual Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference, “Oklahoma’s Water
Plan: Charting a Course for Sustainable Growth,” will be held at the Cox
Convention Center in downtown Oklahoma City on November 13-14, 2006.
Registration will begin at 1:00 p.m. on November 13 (Monday) and 8:00 a.m. on
November 14 (Tuesday).

Duane Smith, OWRB Executive Director, and Oklahoma State
Representative Guy Liebmann will welcome guests and speakers to a symposium
on Water Planning on Monday afternoon, which will begin with a look at the
successes of comprehensive water planning in Texas, featuring Bill Mullican,
Deputy Executive Administrator of the Office of Planning at the Texas Water
Development Board. Two panels will then offer insights: the first on Oklahoma’s
water planning process, including organization and management of the study,
and the second on water user concerns, including municipal, agricultural,
industrial, and soil conservation interests. Other state and national experts will
also discuss Oklahoma’s water planning process and success stories.

On November 14, with OWRB Chairman Rudy Herrmann as host, a full
complement of state, federal, and local experts will address water planning as
well as other current water issues of importance to the state and nation, such as
drought, water quality, and water policy. The morning session will culminate
with an update by Oklahoma Attorney General Drew Edmonson on Oklahoma’s
current legal issues concerning water.

The Conference luncheon will feature presentation of Oklahoma Water
Pioneer Awards for 2006. This year’s recipients will include the late W. C. Austin
and former Water Board Chairman Ervin Mitchell. A state and federal legislative
update will follow, and the Conference will adjourn at 2:30.

To register for the Conference, call 405-530-8800 or fill out and mail the
registration form on page two. Registration costs $75 and includes the half-day
Planning Symposium and evening reception on November 13, and the
traditional Water Conference program and luncheon on November 14.

Oklahoma’s new water plan represents a crucial shift in the state’s
historical approach to water planning. For the first time, planners will
focus on development of system-level projects to provide the most water to
the most Oklahomans. Updated assessments of current water supply and
long-term water needs will be used to identify those water management
strategies--including development of additional water supplies,
regionalization of facilities, infrastructure upgrades, and water
management options--to meet the future needs of Oklahoma citizens, even
during drought conditions. In addition, Oklahoma citizens will team
with the state’s foremost water experts to develop forward-thinking policy
recommendations for consideration by the State Legislature.

This special edition of the
Oklahoma Water News serves to
get the word out about this year’s
Governor’s Water Conference,
which will officially “kick off” the
Water Plan study recently funded
by the State Legislature.
   At the Conference, an
impressive line-up of expert
speakers will provide candid
insight on many water planning
issues. Most importantly, we’ve
assembled a strong cast of key
players to assist us in laying the
foundation for much-needed
system-level infrastructure
improvements to ensure
Oklahoma’s future prosperity.
Please join
us in
downtown
Oklahoma
City on
November
13-14 for a
lively
discussion of
how
Oklahoma
plans to meet
its future
water needs.

A New Water Plan for Oklahoma

Don’t Miss the
Kick Off!
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REAP Grants—455 totaling $39,823,839
The Rural Economic Action Plan (REAP) Program was
created by the State Legislature in 1996. REAP grants,
used for water/wastewater system improvements, target
primarily rural communities with populations of 7,000 or
less, but priority is afforded to those with fewer than 1,750
inhabitants.

Emergency Grants—528 totaling $30,964,692
Emergency grants, limited to $100,000, are awarded to
correct situations constituting a threat to life, health, or
property and are an indispensable component of the
agency’s financial assistance strategy.

Total Loans/Grants—1,543 totaling $1,614,461,525

Estimated Savings—$503,993,753

Applicants eligible for water/wastewater project financial assistance vary
according to the specific program’s purpose and requirements, but include
towns and other municipalities with proper legal authority, various districts
established under Title 82 of Oklahoma Statutes (rural water, master/water
conservancy, rural sewage, and irrigation districts), counties, public works
authorities, and/or school districts. Applications for agency financial
assistance programs are evaluated individually by agency staff. Those
meeting specific program requirements are recommended by staff for
approval at monthly meetings of the nine-member Water Board.

      

Rudy Herrmann, Chairman; Mark Nichols, Vice Chairman; Bill Secrest, Secretary

F. Ford Drummond, Lonnie L. Farmer, Ed Fite, Jack Keeley, Kenneth K. Knowles, Richard C. Sevenoaks

More information about the OWRB’s Financial Assistance Program can be obtained by calling the OWRB at (405)530-8800.

FAP Loans—318 totaling $619,350,000
The OWRB’s Financial Assistance Program (FAP),
created by the State Legislature in 1979, provides loans
for water and wastewater system improvements in
Oklahoma. The tremendous popularity of the bond loan
program is due, in part, to extended payoff periods of up
to 30 years at extremely competitive interest rates,
averaging approximately 4.762 percent since 1986.

CWSRF Loans—177 totaling $624,916,622
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) loan
program was created in 1988 to provide a renewable
financing source for communities to draw upon for their
wastewater infrastructure needs. The CWSRF program is
Oklahoma’s largest self-supporting wastewater financing
effort, providing low-interest loans to communities in
need.

DWSRF Loans—65 totaling $299,406,372
The Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) loan
program is an initiative of the OWRB and Oklahoma
Department of Environmental Quality to assist municipalities
and rural water districts in the construction and improvement of
drinking water systems. These projects are often mandated for
communities to obtain compliance with increasingly stringent
federal standards related to the treatment of drinking water.
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Water Planning Symposium--November 13, 2006
1:00 Registration
1:30 Welcome and Overview

Duane A. Smith, Executive Director, OWRB
Rep. Guy Liebmann, Oklahoma State Legislature

1:50 Comprehensive Water Planning in Texas
Bill Mullican, Deputy Executive Administrator
Office of Planning, Texas Water Dev. Board

2:10 Panel--Oklahoma’s Water Planning Process
OCWP Study Organization and Management
Duane Smith, OWRB
Stakeholder Involvement and Participation
Dr. Will Focht, Director
Oklahoma Water Resources Research Institute
Planning for Environmental Protection
Steve Thompson, Executive Director
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality
Water Infrastructure Inventory
Trish Weedn, Executive Director
Oklahoma Association of Regional Councils
Federal Planning Assistance
Sue Haslett, Planning & Environmental Div. Chief
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District

3:25 Break
3:40 Partnerships in Regional Water Planning

Mike Irlbeck, Supervisory Program Coordinator
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, OK-TX Area Office

3:55 Future Water Policy Considerations
Rudy Herrmann, OWRB Chairman

4:10 Banking on Bristow’s Water Future
Kell Kelly, President, SpiritBank

4:25 Panel--Incorporating Water User Concerns
Municipal Interests
Danny George, Executive Director
Oklahoma Municipal League
Agricultural Interests
Terry Peach, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture
Industrial/Navigation Interests
Ronn Cupp, Senior Vice President
Government Affairs, The State Chamber
Soil & Watershed Conservation Interests
Clay Pope, Executive Director
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

5:25 Summary & Adjournment to Reception

November 14, 2006
  8:00 Registration
  8:30 Welcome and Introductions

Rudy Herrmann, OWRB Chairman
  8:45 Water Needs & Strategies for a Sustainable Future

Shaun McGrath, Water Policy Program Manager
Western Governors' Association

  9:15 The Oklahoma Drought
Ken Crawford, Director
Oklahoma Climatological Survey

  9:35 Coffee Break/Exhibits
10:00 Update of the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan

Duane Smith, OWRB
10:20 State of the State’s Environment

Miles Tolbert, Oklahoma Secretary of Environment
10:40 Legal Considerations in Oklahoma Water Planning

Gary D. Allison, Professor of Law
University of Tulsa

11:00 Oklahoma’s Future: Strategies for Our 2nd Century
Larry Rice, Executive Assistant to the President
University of Tulsa

11:20 Oklahoma Legal Briefs
Attorney General Drew Edmondson

Noon Luncheon Program
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Water Outlook from Washington D.C.
Michele Nellenbach
Senior Professional Staff Member, U.S. Senate
Committee on Environment and Public Works
State Legislative Water Perspective
Rep. Lance Cargill, House Speaker Designate
Rep. Don Armes
Sen. Charlie Laster

2:30 Adjournment
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